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VARIOUS. 



ANTIQUE VASES. 

A communication was made to the Academy of Inscriptions 
and Belles Lettres, at its sitting of the 1 st. of Aug., by M. de 
Whitte, on two amphorae recently dug up at Corn e to, in Tuscany. 
They pertain to the sort wich used to be given as prizes to the 
victors at the Panathenaic games. One of these Panathenaic am- 
phorae bears a painting representing Pallas standing and turned 
towards the left in a fighting attitude with the lance in her right 
hand and the shield on her left arm. The vase is marked „Pytho- 
delos archon". It is known that this magistrate governed in the 
III th olympiad, and more exactly in the year 336 before our era, 
that is, the very year when Philip II., King of Macedonia died. 
These two vases are valuable, as they show Grecian art just before 
its decline : other specimens three years later, under the archontate 
of Nikokrates, are much inferior to them. 



CURING ECHOES. 

The Builder mentioned not long ago that echoes in rooms 
had been destroyed by the introduction of a few wires. There is 
a very troublesome echo in St. John's Church, Limehouse, and an 
experiment as to the effect of wires has been tried there. The 
St. John's Chronicle says, — It was difficult to know how and 
where to begin; for the learned, if indeed any one can be said to 
be learned in this matter, are not at all agreed as to the cause of 
the echo. One authority attributes it to the wall, another to the 
roof, whilst a third has no manner of doubt that the echo proceeds 
from the floor. Under these circumstances we have been obliged 
to string up the wires at a venture, and we began by stretching 
half a dozen, about 6 in. apart, lengthways from the chancel to 



the west wall, forming a sort of invisible fence, from pillar to 
pillar, just about the middle between the nave and the aisle. It 
seems to be admitted by those who sit in the aisle that this arran- 
gement, so far as they are concerned, has had a beneficial effect. 
Indeed, some who were not aware that the wires had been put 
up, said that they perceived a marked improvement as soon as 
the reader began to say the prayers. But these wires made no 
difference to Lhose who sat in the nave. Accordingly other wires 
have been stretched from north to south across the nave, but with 
no perceptible result. Further experiments, however, will be tried; 
and the results will be recorded for the benefit of clergymen or 
churchwardens who may be troubled with echoes in their own 
churches. 

LAMPBLACK A SUBSTITUTE FOR INDIAN INK. 

We learn from C. Kochlin, in Miihlhausen, that if lampblack 
is mixed with ten times its weight of sulphuric acid, sp. gr. 66 
deg. B., and after standing twenty hours is then washed free from 
acid, it acquires the property of being easily mixed with water, 
and possesses all the qualities of the genuine Indian ink. 



BRONZE DOORS. 

Messrs. Bunnett & Co. have just now completed, for the Pro- 
vincial Bank of Buenos Ayres, South America, some bronze doors, 
of a very exceptional character, measuring 17 ft. 4^2 in. high, 7 ft. 
1 in. wide, and weighing upwards of three tons each. One of 
these is erected at their New Cross Works, Deptford, and might 
interest some of our readers. 



